most serious blunder in imparting their knowledge and
technical experience to the "coloured races."" In this
view Spengler is supported by your American historian,,
Hendrik van Loon; he also holds that equipping the black
and yellow peoples with the experience of European cul-
ture was one of the "seven fatal historical mistakes'" of the
European bourgeoisie.
And now we observe a desire to correct this mistake;
the European and American capitalists supply the Jap-
anese and Chinese with money and arms and help them
to destroy one another, and at the same time send their
fleets to the East in order, at a convenient moment, to
show their mighty armed fist to Japanese imperialism and
proceed together with the brave rabbit to share the skin
of the slain bear. Personally, I think the bear will not
be slain, because there are one or two things the Spenglers,
van Loons and similar consolers of the bourgeoisie who
dilate on the dangers menacing European-American
"culture,"" forget to mention. They forget that the In-
dians, the Chinese, the Japanese., the Negroes are not
socially monolithic and homogeneous, but are split up
into classes. They forget that against the venom of the
selfish thoughts of the European and American philistines,
the antidote of the teachings of Marx and Lenin has been
elaborated and is having a very healthy action. It is pos-
sible, however, that they have not really forgotten this,
but only keep a tactful silence about it, and that their
cries of alarm regarding the downfall of European culture
are due to their realization of the impotence of the poison
and the potency of the antidote.
Ever greater grow the numbers of those who howl
that civilization is perishing, and ever louder their howls.
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